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P54. P 
ie 2 of them With little education, and the majority 

ee On Monday, September 11th, we bad anchored , with but slight preparation, and many withan - 

in old Calabar river at Duketown; there a lay ~# inexcusable ignorance of the conditions of Afri- ~<7™4 
missionary, Mr. Alexander and Mrs. Rey. Beedie can life. The results have been very sad and 
and Miss Dunlap come on board to welcome my | , disappointing; and have brought censure on all 
cabin mates, Rev. Mr. Dean and Mr. Weir, and * foreign mission work here and in a few cases uty 
took them ashore. I accepted Miss Dunlap’s in- Outrageous scandal. _ This gentleman and lady 
vitation to go to Creektown, another mission 5 came not among the ignorant, but they certainly ¢ ° 
station seven miles around an island, in another were among the unprepared. And on the steamer **t% 
part of the Calabar Delta. In the afternoon the : tee a frightful story about an independent 

statiou-boat came with Miss Dunlap and took me 4&7 = “== onness man and his family from Towa. There oe 
toa handsome steam launch belonging to the Was enough wickedness in it on which to base a 

Consulate. The Consul bad politely offered us novel. The doings, unwise, unskillful and even ) 
passage,as he was sending two policemen to make Improper doings, of these irresponsible movements 
an arrest at Creektown. lt was well that we bring disgrace on the well-established and wisely 
went in that closed launch, and not in the open administered mission work, and give oceasion for 
boat, for there was a heavy downpour of rain. ~ é upjust Opposition to all foreign mission work, 
How rapidly the powerfal launch flew! It made ; One of the native elders of Mr. GQoldie’s 

the seven or eight miles in less than half an hour. l Creektown Church offered to send me back to the 
It made me feel almost envious, How much of u (Sr Steamer on Wednesday, Sept. 13th. He owns a Saws 
my life and strength and health had been worn ere launch; but I would not have him get up 
away in slow, exposed open boats! All the SETA for me, so he sent me on his six-oared - 
other missions on this African coast use steam, @>~2 Aa 818, Mr. Goldie’s boat being out of repair. Our ¢e¢> 
except poor we. But I do not feel jealous of that pieamer left Calabar Sept. 14th. We entered the 
Scotch U. P. Mission for possessing their own tio del Rey, the boundary line between British 
steamer and having the occasional use of the & =e and German territory. It was a very muddy “©</ 
Consul’s launch. They need all aid, for they river, and the ship’s officers, auxious to get op 
live in an unhealthy river, and their list of deaths their journey, did not wait for high tide, but, - , 
issad. Their church gives them far finer, and —~~ 2-4 knowing their were no rocks, steamed ahead, the “*-e 
larger, and more comfortable houses and furni- Re 8 keel actually ploughing to the depth of 
ture than we have; at Creektown are three Wo feet, in the river’s soft bottom. hat for 
pretty houses, one of them the best mission House Tr op =| an iron steamer of over 1800 tons! I. have not ‘4 
I have seen anywhere. One is occupied only by seen in Africa so desolate, lonely and utterly for- 

Rey. H. Goldie and his sister-in-law, Miss John- saken a white man’s location as was the Swedish "2m 
ston; another by Miss Dunlap and another young as house here in the Rio del Rey. Low, 
lady, and the third is occupied by the missionary f uthy, muddy and everywhere a monotonous - 
carpenter, Mr. Manson—its missionary worker, scragely growth of mangroves. = Nevertheless the va. eZ 

Swede was therefor money. And the Rey. Mr Mr. John Bishop, having just died before the Wd L fo 
P = \ Fairly, of the British Primitive Methodist Mis-» house was completed. He was the mission \ mA z ! 

printer, He was a fellow passenger on the sion, at Fernando Po, bad brought with him a 
Benguela tbat took us to England more than two aati teacher whom he intended locating at a 
years ago. I stayed two days in Mr. Goldie’s village among those. mangroves, farther up the 
house at Greektown. He isan old man, eighty a river. Aad in one of these villages was living, £ 
years of age, still working for the natives who from choice, a wretched white man, who no 
love him, but it made me sad to listen to bis longer desired to return to civilization, but who *_» 
memories of those whom he andI had known, —@@s2<_ adopting native dress and food, and living native “e 
and who were gone. ‘I am much younger than he, life, drunken and almost heathen, made a secant 
but he seems to lay hold of me asa connecting , rie tel by the chavity ol fellow white men and¢ 

link with his past, for it was painfully obvious ‘eee, YY occasional work for the Swedish house. [t &€ 
that his memory was failing. He is a devoted was amazing that he did not die, 

: = = y) On Saturday, the 16th, we were off again down 
missionary, hourly prayerful, spiritual and Y ne Rio, and in the afternoon, skirting the base 
heavenly minded. of Cameroon Mountain, had a splendid view of 
A white lady from Great Britaia was lying ue peak; 14,000 feet high. The day bad been 

sick in a dark, low, mud house in the town, the ) aa z but just eae nels skirting the base the 
guest of the white teacher there, too sick to be clouds lifted, leaving the peak perfectly clear. It 
removed to the almost empty mission houses. It “ 4 Is generally covered at the top, even when its y) 

5 S ower j is clear a E “3 

pained me much to see her. I know that in all aeernation lee, peas Bing aiigent, under 
mission work there must be suffering and priva- Sanaa ato Rinbuo Ha : a vp Aa as we 
lion. It will come notwithstanding eare, fore- rc ee AAmbas bay to the town of Victoria. 
thought and reasonable ropaatian ” But, in the 4 * here is Basel Mission House and Church. But 
a Ree ee : there was was no opportunity tc A - 5 rip2 shurches ¢ 9 get ashore PREIS eco) ses not tei E Aor abarcnea glielvaryexetay Sabbath, Bastomber mike wh as wo 4 J d > + ay a | P - 5 of . We , 3 . 4 , 

sorry to have to confess that there is a painful vee piel Phot: a Scotch philanthropist, 
=) = . Mr. eorce oe fact PES “ Pi 

lack of judgment that has entailed needless loss of Chiswioll. tntaarrigdctet at. gare thet erga Bye 
life and uncalled for sacrifice. Recognized agen-, 4 Y eealth iAcind : fe us time), used his own 
cies of experience that have accumulated wisdom Gis i uM Noai i a at mar cpriesions 
by past experiment, like our Presbyterian Board oop eae aa Oleh. ants thes Scotch... Ps )ito 20..0f : ) Spee ; 5 oin w im i ildi a@ sanitari the Congregational and other denominational Lat join with him mm building” a SAO Nar IIS CHL DRE Boards, reduce tbe loss and sacrifice to the neces- ane: There were difficulties and objections. 

ef] ft Ng é M4 2 r were 2 Iinvalide ch ea i PoP sary minimum. Bat various enthusiastic, over- 4 ow were the invalids of these three missions to 
zealous, undenominational, independent and in- wee 
experienced agencies have sprung up, such as 
Guinness, Plymouth Brethren, International Al- ¢g 
liance, Y. M. C. <A. Missions, Bishop Taylor’s t@ 
(so called) Self-supporting Mission, Faith Cure, 
etc., that have sent out large numbers of good 
men and women, zealous. and pious, but most 

.= 



reach Victoria? for steamers did not go there 
then ; there was no commerce to induce them to 
go there. Ambas Bay also is rocky. And how 
were invalids to ascend that mountain? There 
was no road, While the difficulties were real, it 
was amazing to me at that time that these mis- 
sions were not williog to aid Mr. Thomson in re- 
moving these difficulties. It is pitiful that they 
withheld even sympathy from their disinterested 
benefactor, denouncing his plan as visionary. He 
bravely kept at work, disinterestedly spending 
his wealth, and finally his life, in developing at 
Victoria a commerce that should attract steamers. 
AsI looked ashore, I thought of bis unselfish 
life, that had ended without the sight of what he 
labored for. Steamers do now goto Victoria ; in- 
valids can now get there; the rocks in the bay 
are buoyed; Mr. Thomson cut a read up the 
Mountain and the Gérman Missions aad Govern- 
ment purpose creating a Sanitarium just about 
the site that Mr. Thomson had selected. But, 
just at present, the German Government, by its 
barbarous severity in its dealings with the natives 
on the Mountains, has made the road impassable. 

Another magnificent view of the Peak was had 
on the evening of the 17th, as the steamer 
went on its way toward the Cameroon River. 
Rain had ceased, though all around the horizon 
were heavy dark masses of clouds, through the 
rifts in which, toward the West, gorgeous bursts 
of setting sunlight were flaming. The steamers 
do not attempt to travel on these African Oil 
Rivers at night. They need the daylight to see 
the buoys. The German Government has puta 
great deal of expense on the survey of. the 
Cameroon. Formerly that river could be 
ascended only with native pilots and of the 
natives there was only one family--whose 
knowledge descended from father to son--who 
could take a vessel through the tortuous channel, 
Now no pilot is needed. You simply follow the 
buoys. And, at the town itself, the Government 
is doing a great work, building an iron pier for a 
water line, including the formerly muddy, foul- 
smelling beach at low tide, and filling in behind 
with earth—from the adjacent bluffs. Of course 
at present that excavating of fresh earth is un- 
healthy, but eventually there will be a fine broad 
wharfage. And the galvanized iron houses of 
the Government, Basel Mission and British and 
German traders looked handsomely. 

Leaving Cameroon on Tuesday, 19th, we an- 
chored late in the afternoon at Batanga. ‘There 
is the river, Lobi, that tumbles into the sea, with 
a cataract of about forty feet. That is the place 
which in our mission letters you will see spoken 
ofas Waterfall. Itisa very strange sight, the 
river tumbling from the rocky cliff straight into 
the ocean. The rains had been heavy and the 
river was full, making a fine sight. From 
Waterfall South to a native town called Bonea- 
hill are three miles. Our Missionaries are at 
present at four spots along these three miles, thus: 
Waterfall—Mrs. Good in a rented house_# 
BongabilKand Miss Massay in a small mission 
house+-The Mission House3z-Messrs Gault and 
Godd A Native house—and rented by Dr. 
Laffin. “As the steamer was sighted, Mr. Gault 
and Dr. Laflin came off in the Mission-boat to 
welcome me. The steamer anchored Opposite 
Dr. Laffin’s house. An English trader living at 
Bongahill kindly offered to take me ashore and 
send me back, as the steamer purposed leaving 
that night. It was dark when we went through 
the warriag surf of the Bongahil\ rocks. He 
gave mea guide to show me the way to my 
sister’s house. These people speak Benga; and 
it made my heart beat faster to chat with the 

¥ > 

FEST eel guide in the native tongue which I most prefer, 
—— but which for years there has been no chance for 

me to use in the Ogope or at Gaboon. The 
evening 7:00 o'clock prayer-bell was just ringing 
as I came to sister’s open door, from which light 
of lamp was streaming, and whence was issuing 

off my hat, and, to surprise my sister (who was 
sitting by a table with several little girls and 
boys about ber and Miss Bafe standing on the 
other side of the table), bowed, and gravely said, 

“‘Umba nd ekane”’ (This is I) She knew I was 

pe 

the prattle of children. I sent no one to an- 
D 4 nounce me, but, standing on the thresh-hold, took 

Roe expected on that steamer, but had not thought I 
could come ashore in the dark. I received a glad 
welcome, the wondering natives standing by. 
Some of them had seen me on their journeys to 
Benita or Gaboon. All knew of me, hearing 

Z c their fathespeak about me from old Benita days, 
twenty-five yoars ago; or from the messages that 

had passed between us while my native friends, 
’Rev. Mevergs and Licentiate Itongalo, had been 
laboring there under my superintendance years 
ago, before any white missionaries bad settled 
there. So they gazed with silent respect on the 
“ Father ’? of whom they had heard. I felt so 
glad and happy, that sister agreed in my wish to 
enter the prayer room, and give thanks for God’s 
merciful guiding hand, deferring our home chat 
till a half an hour later. The evening sea-breeze 
is very strong, is too much for sister, through the 
sieve like sides of the bamboo palm sehool room 
where prayers were held. ‘That room is op a 
clay floor, utterly plain and unadorned, except by 
the A. B. C. cards and spelling lessons hanging 
on the walls. But those walls that evening were 
illumined for me by the forty men, women and 
children who sat on the low seats (a chair was 
given me) and sang ‘‘Ho tumb—wakide Jasu ” 
(Come let us sing of Jesus) and who listened to 
candidate for the ministry “Dtywa. read and 
comment on the hope of resurrection (a com- 
parison of Paul before the Sanhedrim and Cbrist’s 
discussion with the Sadducees). He had asked 
me to take the service; but my heart was very 
full, and I preferred to make only remarks and 
lead in prayer. Afterward, I sat and chatted in 
sister’s house till it was time to go back to the 
steamer. But the white trader told me the 
steamer had decided to stay all night. So, as 
Miss Bage was visiting for the night in sister’s 
little house, I accepted an invitation to his house. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 20th, we left Batanga, 
passed the Campo river, the dividing line between 
German and French territory, and anchored for 
a short time at Bata, There we have a native 

minister, Rev. Mr. Etigani, in charge of the 

chureh. Besides my respect for himself, I have 
always retained my grateful affection for his 
wife; for when she was a young woman she was 
the nurse and attendant of my little Paul, who 
died at Benita (see ‘‘Crowned in Palm land.’’) 
Her name is Aka; I shall always remember her. 
There was no time to go ashore at Bata: From 
Bata the steamers, in passing Benita river, keep 
so far to seaward that they are generally out of 
sight of the land. At least, our Bolondo House 
is never visible from the Liverpool steamers and 
none of them could go to the shallow anchorage 
there; small coasting steamers do. I thought 
many thoughts, as the vessel passed that coast in 
the one night. How scores and scores of times I 
had toiled with oar or against wind up and down 
these fifty miles from Benita to Corisco! With 
the morning of Thursday, September 21st, the 
steamer was rounding Cape St. John, on its way 
to Hlobi Island. Again I went back in memory 
twenty-three years to that very month, and 
almost to the week when, in an open boat, my 

wife had died. (See ‘‘ Crowned in Palm land.’’) 
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Now, in a comfortable steamer, I was being 
carried over the very spot! And after the steam- 
er’s day’s work at Hlobi, it came out to sea again, 
on its way to Gaboon, at night, with a moonlight, 
justas bad shone the moonon meand Charley, 
and his lifeless mother on the 11th of September, 
1870. 

By the morning of Friday, September 22nd, the 
steamer was} entering Gaboon Bay. The new 
buildings of the French Government in this town 
of Libreville looked well, from the veesel’s deck. 
Boats were alongside, as soon as the quarantine 
and Custom House officers had examined the 
vessel. In one of those boats were two white 
gentlemen and a little white child. I did not 
know them, indeed, I said in my heart, ‘‘Certainly 
those are not coming for me, there is no white 
child at Baraka.” But they were for me. One 
was Mr. E. A. Ford, the lay missionary here in 
charge of the mission finances, and the other was 
the Rev. W. 8. Bannerman, my successor at our 
loved Talaguga, but who I supposed was still on 
the Ogohe River. ‘Talaguga and Kangue 
stations having been transferred to the French 
Protestant Mission, we have no more work on 
the Ogohe, and Mr. Bannerman had come here ta 
occupy our vacant station Angom, up the Gaboon 
estuary. He looked thin and worn, in these twa 
years of work, so I had failed to recognize him at 
a distance, and Mr, Ford I had never seen, as he 

arrived here in 1891, after I had left. I 
was very glad to see little Harold Bannerman. 
My daughter was the first white child born at 
Talaguga, he was the second. We went to the 

Custom House with my baggage. I was then 
two miles from the mission; so glad was I to get 
no land that I declined entering the boat and 

walked alone to the Mission boat — landing. 
reaching there as soon as the two boats, 
You may be sure there were many ‘ Mbolo!” 
anda big ‘ Samba!’’ in their welcome of me. 
At the Mission house was Mrs. Ogden and Mrs. 
Bannerman and Mr. Presset, the teacher of 
French, and many natives to welcome me. 3 . 
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CONTENTS. 

Page 2-3: Cosmunications.—Reylyal—Stated Clerks and Anxic" 
Inquirers—Miss{onary Life in Africa—Our Central Pennsyiva 
nia Correspondence. 

Page 4: CxrisriAn Evpeavor.—Pennaylvania State Colors—Arrows 
From the Christian Endeavor Quiver—Prayer-Meeting Topic 

Page s: Home anp IGN Missions—Home Missions—Philadet 
phia Home Mission Socteties—Miasionary Notes—A Halt 
Ordered by the Home Board—Roman Catholic Poor 

Page 67: Tue Fasity.—Growing Old, (Poetry)—Bettle the Sexton— 
As You Go Through Life, (Poetry)—John Quincey Adams 
Proud of his Mother—Ilems of Interest—' The Old Clock on 
the Stairs—Gathered Pearls—Sparks. Lrrtiz Fouxs: A Boy in 
Blossom—Was He Truthful? Exicmatic Ecnors. 
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Page ro: THE SasaTu-Scnoor.—elling the Birthrigh(—The Eimer 
gency Teacher. 

Page ir: Our Cuurcu Nores. 

Page 12: Our Cnurcn Notes 

Page 13; Eaditorial Items—Princeton Alumni in Washington: 
Page 14: New Publications—Standard Publications 
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Dr. R. H. Nassau has made so many friends 
all over the Church during his visits to the 
United States, that they will follow him in his 
second letter on another page with special 
iuterest. ‘he yery minuteness 6f his personal 
descriptions is a graphic picture of missionary 
life—its hardships and its pleasures 

* * 

The Independent states that it has lately re- 
ceived the offer of an article for publication, 
the purpose of which is to show that the Bible 
does not provide any place in heaven for 
women, but that God has provided for women 

Wonder if the 
article tells which is the better heaven of the 

a heaven separate from man’s, 

two 

* 

By a vote of thirty-one to three the Philadel- 
phia Board of Education has elected Robert 
Ellis Thompson,S. T.D., President of the Central 
High School and thus ended an internecine 
contest that has been injurious to the school, 
Prof. Thompson will make an efficient presi- 
dent. He is a popular preacher, a cultured 
scholar, a literary man of the widest and most 

varied attainments, and a good executive, 
* 
* 

The Evangelist was one of the papers that 
advocated, wrote up, and favorably reported, 
the Parliament of Religions. But now it says 
editorially: ‘Our Parliament of Religions bids 
fair to be succeeded by a period of seismic 
turbances. The authorities of the Celestial 
Empire gravely assure us that they have ex- 
ecuted one man, imprisoned two, banished 
several, and bastinadoed more, for the murder 
of the Swedish missionaries, but unfortunately 
the executed and proscribed were not the men 

who murdered the missionaries, but the ones 

who befriended them! The Turk, whose rep- 
resentative preached the brotherhood of man at 
Chicago, does not practice it in Armenia. And 

now comes the intelligence that one of the most 

applauded speakers from India, declined, on 

his way home, to visit a dying fellow-country- 

man on ship-board, because they did not be- 

long to the same caste? It looks as though we 

should be obliged to set another date for the 

beginning of the millennium 

Prof. W. H. Green gave on Sabbath the 

fourth of the series of Princeton lectures, in 

the Wylie Memorial Church of this city, to a 

very large audience. The subject was, ‘‘ The 

Unity of the Pentateuch.” Zhe Press, in intro- 

ducing its report of the lecture, says: One 

distinguished orthodox Rabbi of the Hebrew 

faith in this city has asserted that Prof. Green 

is the ablest Christian expounder of Hebrew 

literature in this country 

* OK 

This issue of our paper is dated on Wash- 

ington’s birthday. Notas much is made of 

this American anniversary as once was, though 

it is a legal holiday. But the lessons of that 

grand life should be kept fresh and reproduced 

on the minds of successive generations. His 

farewell address should be read on the birthday 

anniversary in the home, in schools, in poli- 

Ucal gatherings. What a paper it is! What 

sound statesmanship and forecast it exhibits | 

Amid the multiplication of holidays, let this 

one lose none of its sanctity and prominenc« 

x * 

Principal Rainy, of the Free Church of Scot- 

land, delivered a lecture at Cambridge in Oc- 

tober last on ‘Presbyterianism as a Form of 

Church Life and Work.’ In the conclusion 

he discussed the recent Episcopal overtures for 

ared that the accept- 

ance of the historic episcopate on the part of 

It would be 

to acquiesce in the repudiation of their ow: 

Reunion, and roundly dec 

other communions is impossible. 

character as an authentic branch of Christ's 

Church, and to cut themselves off from all the 

Protestant Churches refusing to follow it. ie 

absurdity of the Episcopal position is shown in 

this quiet but incisive sentence: ‘They wi 

not recognize the Church standing of those w! 

recognize them; and they only recognize th 

Church standing of those, Greeks and Latins 

who do not recognize them. Is not that a 
odd kind of Catholicity ? 

** 

Here is a contribution to that ques 
tion concerning men-and-women-attendan 
upon churches, about which we had a little t 
say lately in criticism of the reader of a pape 
before the Philadelphia Ministerial Associati: 
A writer in the Church Siandard, Unitarian, « 
pressed the opinion, ‘‘that if there were 
Washington, D. C., heterodox or libera 
churches to go to, they would be crowded 
men who decline to go elsewhere.” To tt 
a Unitarian or Universalist minister in Ne 
York replies, ‘‘that, in point of fact, t 
‘liberal’ churches of New York are a_ litt 

PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 22, 1894. 
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hundred letters of inquiry are received minus a 
stamp for return postage, to say nothing of 
paper and envelopes, and on business wholly 
personal to the writers, the amount is not in- 

considerable. 
It is especially aggravating when, besides 

asking the names of vacant churches and those 
of the Session, if not to use our personal in- 
fluence in obtaining for them a hearing as 
candidates, we are asked for information which 
renders it necessary to search dusty Presby- 
terial Records through a period of ten or fifteen 
years. 

Such inquiries are often unnoticed for the 
simple reason that no postage stamp accom- 
panies them. Let me say then, in behalf of 
the aforesaid 221 Stated Clerks, and for the 
special benefit of all whom it may concern, 
that, if the information desired be worth any- 
thing, it certainly should be worth a postage 
stamp, or a stamped return envelope. 

Yours truly, B, N.R. 

Correspondence. 

MISSIONARY LIFE IN AFRICA. 

TatacuGca, Ocowr River, West Arrica, } 
Oct. 20th, 1893. J 

I could not feel settled at Gaboon till I had 
simply looked again on the loved Tulaguga 
home and my wife's grave. I had not even 
unpacked my trunks, nor arranged my room 
at the Baraka station there until I should first 
make this pilgrimage to my Mecca. There 
came, while waiting for the steamer, my friend, 

Mr. Gacon, one of my successors at Talaguga, 
and his lovely wife on their way to Switzer- 
land for his health. They hoped to be able to 
return in six months. ‘Talaguga was given up 
by our Mission to the French Protestant 
Society. When I looked at Madame Gacon 
listened to her story of effort for work among 
the Fang women,—knew that she was living 
in a little odd bamboo house on the hill, 
in the very room where my wife died, and saw 
that her spirit was brave and good and de- 
voted, I felt as ifmy wife's work wa¥ being 
carried on in through her. And I 
asked her to accept our little boat as a present. 
Her name also is Marie. One of my fellow 
passengers on the steamer was a Mr. Beddoes 
whom I had known formerly on the Ogowe, 

trading for S9=&/.Holt& Co., Liverpool mer- 
chants. Two of his little steamers were lying at 
Cape Lopezharbor (Princes Bay), also the 
“ Jennie-Laurie” belonging toa French trader, 
and two small French gun boats. 

October 11th was the 58th anniversary of 
my birth-day. I did not have any feast. There 
is little at Cape Lopez on which to feast, at 
least where there are no ladies to help make it. 
The Cape is a long, low, sandy, marshy 
peninsula. The sandy soil will give no 
gardens. There are only a few natives living 
there. Fish are abundant, sea turtles are 
numerous, and on the adjacent prairie and 
jungly forest there are often antelopes and wild 
oxen and elephants. But to obtain any of all 
that meat means mud, and wet. and rain, and 
hot sun, and an early morning tramp. The 
savory venison would be obtained at the ex- 
pense of health, to say nothing of toil, strength 
and danger. At the Cape were Galera (Ogowe 
tribe near Kangwe station) employees in the 
trading houses and on the little steamers, as 

cooks, table boys, household servants and 
pilots. Some of them I knew well; all of them 

knew me. 
On the afternoon of Thursday, October r2th, 

the ‘‘ Jennie Laurie= was ready. Mr. Beddoes 

was a fellow passenger. But in asking for 

ransportation, and also being given entertain- 

nent free, we knew there was no room for 
sleeping conveniences. We were grateful for 

ng allowed to sleep on deck, which, though 
t was covered by the roof that ran the length 
f the vessel, was open on all sides. Fortunate 

there was no fain that night when we anchored 
t Wooding station! Early on Friday, October 

13th, the little steamer was again on its way. 

Progress that day was slow, for a piece of the 

machinery broke and hope of reaching my 
ourney’s end before the Sabbath began to fail. 
\t the place, Asyuka, where we anchored for 

and 

tet me 

the night, some Frenchmen have planted avery 
large farm of coffee and cacao. Iam glad of 
the new industry for the natives of the Ogone 
The farm is still young, and has only just 
begun to produce. : 

On Saturday, October 14th, our progress was 

still slower, for another piece of machinery 
broke. By 1 a.m., the captain stopped 
at Igenja, to buy fire wood and to make re- 
pairs. At Igenja is located the 2nd Ogowe 
Church, and licentiate Yongwe is stationed in 
charge of it, living in a little house belonging 
to the Mission. He happened just then to be 
away preaching in other villages The wel- 

comes of the people who came off in canoes to 
sell wood, when they discovered and recog- 
nized me, were very gratifying. I was long- 
ing for one of the native foods (odika). I asked 

a young man, who had formerly been in my 
employ fora short time, whether there was 
udika ashore which I couldbuy. Saying noth- 
ing, he hasted ashore and soon returned with 
an odika and a bunch of ripe plantains, and 
presented them tome from himself and wife, 
refusing to accept any pay. His gifts repre- 
sented in this were value $1.20. Yet foreigners 

here who abuse and despise Negroes, and who 
only see their worstside, are accustomed to say 
that these natives have no gratitude. 

Repairs to the engine being completed, the 

lay at Igenja all the Saturday night, and 
the rain fell heavily. The deck where Mr 
Beddoes and I had lain was flowing with 
water. When evening came I took him ashore 
to sleep at the Mission house. It being small, 
one of the villagers, who was a Christian, took 
us to his much larger house and gave us each 
a room and dry bedding. It was just the 
time for the usual evening prayers held by 
licentiate Yongwe, and I enjoyed conducting 
the service. Not many people were present, 
for, according to custom,many had gone in the 

afternoon to guard their plantain trees and 
other vegetables from the depredations of wild 
beasts. It was avery quiet Sabbath as the 
little vessel! moved on up the river. But for 
the accident to its machinery I would have 
been at the Church at Kangwe. As we passed 
the Third Ogowe Church at Ovimbiano, in the 
Wombatyja region, {1 saw people who had 
come from meeting reading books in the streets. 

ve 

I knew that those books were the Inpongwe 
Bible, for this is almost the only book they 

have. Late in the afternoon I landed at Mr 
Beddoes’ house at Inen¥a. Afterevening tea he 
kindly gave me a boat and crew to take me to 
Kangwe three miles distant, where I wished to 
attend the evening servic There I was 
welcomed by Messieurs Teisseres and Bonson 
and Madame Teisseres and her pretty little 
babe Ywonne. Many of the former Mission 
employees and church members also gave me 
gratifying greeting, and late in the evening I 
returned to Inenga, to be ready for the journey 
by the ‘Jennie Laurie” on to Talaguga next 
morning. In the book of African pictures 1 
showed everywhere in America, was one of 
an old African Chief, dressed in fantastic cos- 

tume, smoking a very long pipe and receiving 
some white visitors, His village is at Inenya 
They were great heathen, and formerly would 
not listen to the Gospel. Within the last two 

years so many there have suddenly begun to 

try to be Christians that a Bible reader has 
been located there to daily teach them. 

On Monday, October 16th, early, my journey 
was resumed for the seventy miles to Taly- 
guga. My heart beat faster each mile as I 
passed well known spots. But there was 
much to sadden. The pitiable habit of the 

natives of breaking up their villages,—leaving 

old places and making new ones, gives a look 
of desolation to the deserted places and pre- 
vents the people from making the improvement 
in buildings, furniture, comforts, etc., which 
they would make if they felt that their locations 
were permanent. Night came when we were 
only afew miles from Talaguga, and a blind- 
ing rain made the captain careful of the way. | 
So he anchored. Early on Wednesday, October 
17th, we were on our way, and by 7:30 a. m., 

turning the well known Point, the loved 

Talaguga was close at hand. A call to the 

shore brought off in quick haste two canoes, 

sent by Mr. Allegret, who stood at the landing 
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Society demonstrate better its loyalty to Christ 
and the Church than during a past 

this. All honor to the young people who 
stand true to their church while it is without 

e instruction and guidance of an under shep- 
herd 

At no time cana 
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Prayer-Meeting Topic. 

BY A. W.S 

Feb. 25th.—Giving Gur Best to God 
12: 28-33; 41-44. Read also Mal. 1 : 6-8. 

There are supreme duties, and also supreme 
privileges ; and sometimes these are so closely 
allied that it is almost, if not quite, impossible 
to discriminate between them. The Bible, to 
whose declarations we take no exceptions, de- 
clares that ‘‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” Ifthis be true, and undoubtedly it 
is, then our supreme duty 
supreme joy 

becomes our MosT 

The good Father Himself set us an example 
for giving, which we must always follow, if 
we would enjoy the blessing which proper giv- 
ing always imparts. 

He gave His best. Read John 3:6,—you 
all know it,—say it in concert. ‘*God 
loved,”—and the measure of that love was His 

so 

‘only begotten Son He could give nothing 
His affection for dying 

He had given everything when He had 
given His Son, The fact of the that 
“love gifts “best” g we 

teally love God we shall give Him our best, 
just as He loved us and us His best 
When Jesus came to the earth He followed the 
example of His Father. He, too, gave His 

You remember what He said ‘The 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 
He gave His life for the ‘‘sheep” and thus 
proved that He was the ‘‘good shepherd.” In 
considering this subject, we need to observe 
the spirit in which our gifts must be offered ; in 
order to be reckoned as ‘‘ best gifts” they must 
always be ‘‘ love gifts. 

There are those who will receive our gifts 
and call us very generous, and say nice things 

more to demonstrate 
men 

case is 

fts. If "are always 

gave 

best 

about us, without stopping to ask whether or 
not they are ‘‘love gifts.” Not so with our 
Heavenly Father. He looks always at the 
heart when the hand is outstretched to make an 
offering to His cause,—and He counts more 

what is in the heart than what is in the 
hand. Before we can make an offeringto God 
that shall be accepted, as was that of the poor 
widow, we must obey the injunction of the Mas- 
ter when He says ‘‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength”—this condition fulfilled, then we are 
prepared to offer “best gifts.” The blessed 
truth connected with this is that if we do thus 
love God, we may be as poor as the ‘‘widow” 
—yes even poorer—we may have no gold or 
silver to give, yet the Heavenly Father, seeing 
that our love would romps us to give if we 
had anything to bestow, counts us among the 
“best givers Here is encouragement to the 
weakest and to the poorest. ‘‘If there be first 
a willing mind, it is reckoned according to that 
a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not.” O! how glad ought we all to be that 
inspiration prompted the Apostle to utter these 
words, so full of comfort to the many who 
want to do, and want to give, but cannot. 
You are not too poor, not too feeble, to culti- 
vate the ‘‘willing mind,” and if that is the best 
you can do, then you ,are enrolled, my dear 
Christian friend, among those who offer ‘‘best 
gilts. 

What have you to give? Now be careful 
about answering ‘Nothing. Are you sure 
that you have nothing by which you can honor 
God and bless the world. O! how unexpectedly 
great are some of these little gifts. Mary had 
no idea that there was spikenard enough in the 
little box which she broke above the Master's 

while in fact it has 
i 

ven Jerusalem 
rhole earth The c water 

be re- 
ded the kindly w 

for the Savic though appar y 
the time, will prove to be ‘‘Like apptes of gold 
in pictures of silver” and find its own place ir 

of love 

God's great gallery where res are 
stored. 

We think it easy to distin ween 
and great deeds, but we mistaken 

en,most strangely, little things are frequently 

the greatest, and feeble thi 
The 

things that “‘are 
that are. 

A little boy gives a few bricks ina great city, 
andinashort time they have grown intoa beauti- 
fulchurch. A penny falling from the hand of a 
dying child is placed in the hand of a live mis- 
sionary, and it fund sufficient to 
establish a ‘‘child’s paper’ in Japan. The les- 
son to be learned from these facts, which might 
be multiplied indefinitely, is simply this, that a 
“love gift,” however smallit may seem, is never 

zs the 
the 

to 

strongest 
“mighty, confounds 

not put 

“weak and 
naught things 

becomes a 

really small because it contains germinal 
power 

Still we may consider a little longer the 
question, —wha/ shall we give? Of course the 
first answer will be money The church needs 
money—thousands, yes millions, of dollars every 
year to carry on her work The Christian En- 
deavorers the world and I venture 
to affirm will become the most liberal givers 

of the Church. They interested in all 
her work, are becoming absorbed in the grand 
endeavor that is being carried on among the 
heathen nations of the earth, and already the 
treasuries of the Church are feeling the influ- 
ence of this awakening on the part of the young 
Christians 

Give also Time. 

One of the most common rendered 
by men and women, and often by those who 
have vowed to make the interests fof the king- 
dom their first concern, for not taking hold of 

the work which often languishes for lack of 
helpers, is, that they have no time. 

They have time for business, time for social 
enjoyments, time for vacations 
and all that, but not time to work for Christ 

and His Church. With rare exceptions it is 
not true that these busy people have no time- 
the thing that they lack most is ‘‘a willing 
mind. Let them get that, and they will be 
surprised at the amount of time at their dis- 
posal. Don’t say you have time. 
TIME, Jf may save efernily, 

of must 

are 

excuses 

and picnics, 

no MAKE 

Give TaLENtT. Now ofcourse Ido not know 
what talent you possess, but I am_ perfectly 
sure that you have some particular gift which, 
if consecrated to God, will make you a power 
in your Society and in your church. I 
went to school with a poor foolish fellow 
never got beyond the ‘‘A, B, Cs” and 
wondered what Wille would do when he be- 
came aman, One of the churches in the vil- 
lage finally put a pipe organ in its auditorium, 
and the question was answered. The church 
could not pay much for a ‘“‘blower’ and Willie 
was willing to play (?) that end of the organ for 
just what they would give, so he found his 
“niche” and slipped into it 

once 
who 

we all 

Above all Give your Heart. [ know that 
I am talking with Christians, who have 

given their hearts to God; but still, 
when it comes to service, we must give our 
hearts over and over again. How we are 
tempted to do our work as slaves do theirs— 
without the least bit of heart init. That is not 
the way. Whatever you do for Jesus put your 
heart in it. If yousing ‘‘put your heart in it 
If you play the organ or piano, ‘‘put your heart 
in it’ and people will wonder what has hap- 
pened to the instrument, it will sound so much 
better. If you pray, orspeak, or recite a verse 
of Scripture, or carry a bunch of flowers to a 
sick room, or invite a young man to become a 
member of your Society, or whatever you do, 

‘put your heart in it,” and God will surely 
reckon it among the ‘‘best gifts. Will you 

make this your motto for the future? 
I will give the bes/I can, the most I can, 

quick as 1 can to Jesus, = 
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had me sit down tc fast 

they had just 
adjacent villages came every to 

On Saturday, October 21st, a Fifth Ogowe 
Church was ga and the 
next day (Sabbath) I had the great privelege of 
assisting at the Lord's And 

this letter, I preparing to 
down river toKangwe. Ihave been very 
glad to see the old home again, for whatever 
of sadness it must always for 

brightened now by what I see of progress, and 
growth, and light, under the hands of my 
immediate successors, Mr. and Mrs. Bannerman, 
and their present successors, Mr. and Madame 
Allegret. For all of which I have much to 

thank our kind heavenly Father. 
On Monday, October 23rd, in the loM® flat- 

made by the 
Ogowe natives, and belonging to Mr. Allegret, 

with ten young men whom he sent to paddle 
the seventy to Kangwe. I 

started at 8:00 a, m fast 
if the crew choose to pull faster than boats, but 
I dislike them for the reason that the crews are 
all in the rear, behind one’s back, and the temp- 
tation, when the master’s not before 
them (as in a boat), to play and 

dawdle in their work is very strong. Mr. Alle- 
gret had sent a very good captain along. The 
captain had formerly been one of my people 
He hesitated to exercisehis authority, waiting 
for me to speak. But I had determined not to 

So the crew idled slowly down 
It was a trying day ; the sun shone 

Fang 
see 

organized at Talag 

to-day 
go 

very 

table 
as I close am 

have me is 

bottomed canoe, such as are 

me down miles 

Canoes can go very 

face 1s 

laugh and 

speak 
stream 

warm 
Nyunge river mouth and twelve miles from 
Kangwe. A storm of rain was driving down 
that river; to escape it, my playful crew 
stopped their antics and bent to their work 
It was thrilling that lull time. For an entire 
hour that sheet of falling water than 
a mile behind us and following us and gaining 
onus. That canoe actually ran ten miles in 
this hour, and reaching the trading house we 
ran the ashore, snatched 
into a shed, and in five minutes the 
storm was all about us, but we were safe! I 
made a detour into the lake to see Ahemba, an 
Elder of the Second Ogowe Church, who is 
located as Bible reader. His Pawa had 
died a few months ago. I wanted to 

few words of comfort to She 
Christian. At other villages I stopped to 
speak the Word, to get food for my crew and 
to eat our noon meal, and to buy some of that 
native odika that I likedso much formerly. 
At one village I found bought solbs 
weight, which I shall enjoy at Gaboon. It had 

been a beautiful day, but as the afternoon 
wore on heavy rain clouds began to follow us, 
and I was glad to reach the village, Elovi, in 
safety and be welcomed by old Mamba, a 
patriarchal Elder of the Third Ogowe Church. A 
pleasant prayer meeting we had that evening 
in that polite old gentleman's village 

The next day I kept on my way up the 
increasingly swollen river, passing inundated 
villages and barely finding at noontime a dry 
place where we could land and eat, and that 
day’s journey was happily ended in the face of 
another heavy storm, reaching Kangwe just in 
time, On the way we just missed finding a 
gazelle for our supper. In the evening the 
new French Protestant Missionary, Rey. Mr. 
Bonzam, gave a magic lantern exhibition in the 

church to the pupils of the Kangwe school as a 
reward for good behavior. The 
all Scriptural and the children sang in French 
and in Farig and Mponwe, appropriate hymns 

On Sabbath morning, October 29th, rain fell 
heavily, yet there was a good assemblage, and 
I had the privilege of conducting Mpongwe 
service. After the meeting had closed the Fang 

~ Mr. 
Kangwe during those 

When 5 p. m. came we were opposite 

was less 

canoe its contents 

wood 

wite 

say a 

him was a 

and 

scenes were 

portion remained and were taught by Re 
essiers. My 
three days was almost like a continuous levee, 
men, women and who had known me, 
who had been in my employ, or church mem- 
bers ‘from long distances around, coming to 

Next day 

stay at 

lads 

say zlad they were to see me 

I left my kind ho: 
ler friend, Mr. Bed 
es down river on his 

makin 

that it 

Oka. 
We slept some ninety miles that day 
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violent storm beat in on all sides 
the warni n time to t 

cover myself with my 
When t I 
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midnight a 
Lawoke with 
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e storm had passed our bedding was 
but I lay down on the same wet mat 

tress, enveloped in the dry overcoat and slept 
and woke little stiff but well 

Here I have waited for the French steamer. 
R. H. Nassau 
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OUR CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CORR 

PONDENCE. 

Some account of the Presbyterian Church of 
Lewistown, Pa., in connection with 
ments recently made to its substantial 
brick building, may be of interest to your many 

The earliest history of preaching in 
many 

region, is 

improve- 
large. 

readers, 
connection with the place, like that of 

of the oldest churches in this 
And as a consequence what can 

be secured is not always accurate. The earliest 
preaching dates back to 1785, by the Rev 
Matthew Stephens, who supplied Lewistown 
together with Waynesburg, (now McVeytown) 
and the intervening twelve miles. He had in 

what termed the 
united congregations of Wayne and Derry, on 
the Juniata, when the Presbytery of Hunting 

176 which, 

Presbytery, 
and ac- 

others 

very meagre 

his hands calls from were 

don was organized, April 14th 
two years later, he returned to the 
not having been installed as 
cepted a call and was installed in the Church 
of Shaver’s Creek, in 1797. The Church of 

Lewistown was, so far as can be definitely 
ascertained, dependent for many years upon 
supplies, occasional and stated. Among others 
the name of Rey. James Simpson appears as a 
stated supply for part of his time at Lewistown 
and Wayne, in 1800, Coming further down in 
the history Rev. Wm. Kennedy was called by 
the Church of Lewistown for two-thirds of his 
time, and by West Kishacoquillas for one-third 
in the year 1810, and in October of the same 
year he was ordained and installed pastor of 
said churches. This continued to 
April znd, 1822, twelve years from the date of 
his acceptance of the calls. 

The Rey. James S. Woods, D. D., 
by the Presbytery of New Brunswick, October, 
1818, received by the Presbytery of Hunting- 
don November 24th, 1819, called to Waynes 

burg Church for one-half his time which he 
accepted, and ordained and installed April 
zoth, 1820, became stated supply of Lewis 
town Church for one-half his time April 
1823, and was called as pastor for one-half his 

time and was installed April 28th, 1824. In 
1837 he resigned the church of Waynesburg in 
order to accept a call for all his time to the 
church of And Dr. Woods con- 
tinued the pastor of said church until his death, 
June 29th, 1862, covering a period as supply 
and pastor of thirty-nine years and three 
months. This long pastorate was a very suc- 
cessful one, as was happily evidenced in the 
large membership and congregations wont to 
wait on his able ministry of the Word and 
ordinances. He was a learned man, an earnest 
preacher, a judicious leader, a warm friend, 
very sympathetic, and, with all, of a very 

cheerful and winning disposition 
The Rev. Oliver O. McClaen, D. D., became 

the successor in the pastorate of Dr. Woods in 
the same year (1862) in which he died. This 
pastorate continued for twenty-two years. It 

For the 
people were ministered to by a ripe scholar, an 
eloquent speaker, a very godly man. Many 
additions to the church testified to his earne-t 
labors and his importunate prayers. Dr. Mc 
Clean is spending the evening of his under 
the shadow of the church where he so faithfully 
served the Master, ripening more and more 
for the communion of the saints in the upper 

pastor, 

pastorate 

licensed 

Ist, 

Lewistown 

also was a very successful pastorate 

sanctuary. 

Succeeding Dr. McClean, Rev 

now of Lancaster, Ohio, became pastor, near a 
year after the church became vaca:t. He re 
mained the pastor for seven years. The present 

John Gourley, 

pastor has said this of his pastorate 
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